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Fig. 3. Map of the pre-trials significances (in σ) obtained from an unbinned point source search
using the full AMANDA-II data set. The most significant point has a significance of 3.38σ; 95%
of randomized background skymaps include a point at least as significant.

A similar search was carried out using the 2007 IceCube 22-string data set.43

This set, collected from May 2007 to April 2008, contains 5,114 neutrino candidate
events detected in 276 days of live time, consistent with an expectation of 4600 ±

1400 atmospheric neutrino events and 400 ± 200 cosmic ray muons misreconstructed
as upgoing neutrino events. The source list was expanded in this search to include 28
candidate sources, most of which were identical to the candidates in the AMANDA-
II list. Results for selected sources are shown in Table 1, including those with the
smallest p-values in each search. In neither case are these p-values inconsistent with
the background hypothesis: one expects to obtain p ≤ 0.0086 for at least one of 26
sources in 20% of signal-free sky maps, and p ≤ 0.071 in 66%. The 90% C. L. upper
limits placed on νµ emission from the sources, assuming E−2 spectra and 1 : 1 : 1
flavor ratios, are also shown in Table 1.

In addition, unbinned all-sky searches were conducted using both data sets,
testing points on 0.25◦×0.25◦ grids from declination −5◦ to 83◦ for the AMANDA-
II data set and to 85◦ for the IceCube-22 data set. (Higher declinations will be
used to search for dark matter in the Earth’s core.) The results of the AMANDA-II
search are shown in Figure 3. The most significant point on the sky, at δ = 54◦

and α = 11.4 hr, had a significance of 3.38σ before accounting for the large number
of points tested. In 95% of randomized maps, a point with at least 3.38σ was
found, indicating that such a level is consistent with statistical fluctuations of the
background.

The results of the all-sky search using IceCube data are shown in Fig. 4. The
most significant deviation from the background expectation, with n̂s = 7.7 events,
occured at 153.4◦ right ascension, 11.4◦ declination. The pre-trials significance of
this deviation is estimated to be 7 × 10−7, but more significant deviations were
observed in 67 out of 10,000 scrambled background maps. Accounting for the parallel
search for emission from sources selected a priori was also performed on the data
set, as described above, the final p-value of the result is estimated to be 1.34%. This



with two tanks filled with ice and four phototubes at every station. Construction began at

the South Pole during the austral summer 2004-05, with 1 in-ice string and 4 IceTop stations

deployed [2]. Finally, IceCube will consist of 86 strings giving a total of 5160 phototubes and

80 IceTop stations with 4 phototubes per station.

The backgrounds to search for a flux of high-energy astrophysical neutrinos are atmospheric

muons and neutrinos from the interaction of cosmic rays in the Earth’s atmosphere [3].

Atmospheric muons can be eliminated by looking for events moving upward through the detector.

A fraction of the downgoing muon flux will be falsely reconstructed in the upward direction,

but can be removed by tight requirements on the fitted track. An event selection based on

these tight requirements results in a rather pure sample of atmospheric neutrinos. This flux of

atmospheric neutrinos seen in the IceCube array is the main background to an astrophysical

search.

2. Astrophysical Neutrino Point Source Search
Searching for resolved sources of astrophysical muon neutrinos is one of the main science goals

of the IceCube neutrino observatory. A search for point sources of neutrinos is made by looking

for an excess of events from a specific direction in the sky. After elimination of background

atmospheric muons by using the Earth as a filter and making a high energy cut, the skymap

of the arrival directions of the neutrino-induced muons is analyzed for evidence of astrophysical

neutrinos. Astrophysical neutrinos are expected to show up as an excess over background which

is found by looking at the average rate of events in the same declination band. A significance

of the observation is found by comparing the number of events in the on-source bin to that

predicted from the off-source band. A full maximum likelihood method is used to search for

an excess. The method uses the measured event by event directional likelihood resolution as a

parameter in the likelihood fit. The reconstructed event energy is also used in the fit to allow

to determine the slope of the energy spectrum of a neutrino source.

Several types of searches are performed [4]. The most general is an all-sky search where

every point across a fine grid in the sky is taken as a possible source position. The likelihood is

used to find the best fit to the number of astrophysical neutrinos and the spectral shape. Other

searches include looking for an excess amongst a pre-specified list of possible sources, or to stack

a class of objects to see if the superposition of these objects gives significant excess. The data

from the half completed detector (40 string) was analyzed to produce a sky map covering the

full sky range from 0 to 180 degrees in zenith. After analysis, no evidence for sources was seen

as shown in Fig. 1. The most significant spot in the sky had a significance consistent with a

random fluctuation.

Figure 1. Skymap for the IceCube detector in the 40 string configuration for one year of data

taken during 2008.
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Diffuse flux analysis: R distribution
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• 334 effective days of measuring time (2008+2009: 9, 10, 12 lines)
• cut optimized on Monte Carlo simulations
• extensive checks on data-MC agreement

• Bartol flux normalization 20% too low
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Search for a diffuse flux of high-energy muon 
neutrinos with the ANTARES neutrino telescope

#237
Schüssler

F. SCHÜSSLER et al. ANTARES DIFFUSE FLUX

Figure 4: The upper limit for a E−2 diffuse high-energy νµ + ν̄µ flux derived from data of the ANTARES neutrino
telescope compared to previous measurements and phenomenological upper bound predictions.

• uncertainties in the spectral shape of the atmospheric
neutrino flux which is related to uncertainties in the
primary cosmic ray energy spectrum. By varying the
spectral index of the neutrino spectrum by ±0.1 in-
dependently below and above≈ 10 TeVwe obtained
a sys. uncertainty of ±1.1 events.

• uncertainties in the details of the description of the
detector and environmental parameters like the an-
gular acceptance of the OMs, details of PMT after-
pulses and water properties like absorption and scat-
tering lengths which lead to a total uncertainty of 5%.

3 Results

Applying the discussed quality and energy selection cri-
teria to the simulated dataset gives a background estima-
tion of nB = 10.7 ± 2 events in the high-energy re-
gion. In the analysed dataset of the ANTARES detector 9
events were selected. Including the systematic uncertainty
on the background expectations following the method dis-
cussed in [11] we derive the 90% c.l. upper limit on the
number of signal events as µ90%(nB) = 5.7. The cor-
responding upper limit on the neutrino flux is given by
φ90% = φ · µ90%/nS, where nS is the number of events
expected from the flux φ. We obtain [12]:

E2φ90% = 5.3× 10−8 GeV−2s−1sr−1 (1)

As can be seen in Fig. 4, the derived limit is competitive
with previous results and further constrains models of the
diffuse flux high-energy νµ + ν̄µ flux.
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Search for a diffuse flux of astrophysical muon 
neutrinos with the IceCube detector
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The Pierre Auger Observatory and ultra-high 
energy neutrinos

#682
Guardincerri

Identifying neutrinos in data

2 / 15

Challenge: identify neutrino showers in a background of nucleonic showers.

The discrimination power is enhanced when looking at inclined showers.

(1) Inclined showers are mainly regular nucleonic cosmic rays.

They interact high in the atmosphere.

At ground level there are mainly muons.

(2, 3 ,4 and 5) Neutrinos can induce showers close to the ground.

Two analysis:
Earth-skimming (3)

Down-going (2, 4 and 5)

Basis of identification criteria: inclined young (deep) shower.

Limits to Cen A

12 / 15

Expected number of events is bellow 0.1 for current models.

Integral limits to diffuse fluxes

9 / 15
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Results: first 11 sources sorted by the Q-value. Last 
column shows the 90% CL upper limit on the flux (E / 
GeV)-2 GeV-1 cm-2 s-1 ) computed with the Feldman – 
Cousins prescription.
HESS	  J1023-‐575	  most	  signal	  like,	  	  p-‐value	  40%	  (post	  trial).
CompaCble	  with	  the	  background	  hypothesis.

Searching for point sources of high-energy 
cosmic neutrinos with the ANTARES telescope

#295
Bogazzi

51 candidate sources

3°

1°

most signal-like cluster 
α = -46.5, δ = -65.00
9 events in 3° cone
significance = 2.2 σ

full-sky
search



Search for neutrino emission of gamma-ray 
flaring blazars with the ANTARES telescope

#91
Dornic

search for correlations with
10 very bright and variable Fermi LAT blazars

Source visibility timePDF (MJD+54000) Live time 
(day) N(5!) Nobs Fluence U.L. 

GeV/cm2 

0208-512 1.0 712-5, 722-4, 745-7, 750-2, 753-7, 
764-74, 820-2 8.8 4.5 0 2.8 

0235+164 0.41 710-33, 738-43, 746-64, 766-74, 
785-7, 805-8, 810-2 24.5 4.3 0 18.7 

1510-089 0.55 716-9, 720-5, 726-35, 788-90, 801-3 4.9 3.8 0 2.8 

3C273 0.49 714-6, 716-8, 742-5 2.4 2.5 0 1.1 

3C279 0.53 749-51, 787-809, 812-5, 817-21, 
824-6 13.8 5.0 1 8.2 

3C454.3 0.41 713-51, 761-5, 767-9, 784-801 30.8 4.4 0 23.5 

OJ287 0.39 733-5, 752-4, 760-2, 768-70, 774-6, 
800-2, 814-6 4.3 3.9 0 3.4 

0454-234 0.63 743-5, 792-6, 811-3 6.0 3.3 0 2.9 

WComae 0.33 726-9, 771-3, 790-2, 795-7, 815-7 3.9 3.8 0 3.6 

2155-304 0.68 753-5, 766-8, 799-801, 828-30 3.1 3.7 0 1.6 

SEARCH RESULTS 

SEARCH RESULTS FOR 3C279 

3C279 

 Results from the 2008 data (61 days):   
  => 1 neutrino compatible with the time/space 
distribution (!"=0.56o) of 3C279 with 
probability 10 % after trials 

   => Compatible with background fluctuations    

3C279 

SEARCH RESULTS FOR 3C279 

3C279 

 Results from the 2008 data (61 days):   
  => 1 neutrino compatible with the time/space 
distribution (!"=0.56o) of 3C279 with 
probability 10 % after trials 

   => Compatible with background fluctuations    

3C279 

3C279
1 neutrino compatible with time/space distribution

probability 10% after trails



Astroparticle Physics
at the Department of Astrophysics

RU Nijmegen

•Charged cosmic rays 
LOFAR, Pierre Auger Observatory (Falcke, Hörandel)
TRACER, KASCADE-Grande (Hörandel)
•Neutrino astronomy (Achterberg)
•Gamma ray astronomy - CTA (Hörandel)
•Gravitational waves - LISA (Nelemans)
•Magnetic fields in the Galaxy (Haferkorn)



Large-scale radio detectors
to measure cosmic rays and neutrinos
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LOFAR key science project cosmic rays:
L. Bähren, A. Corstanje, H. Falcke, J.R. Hörandel (PI), A. Horneffer, 

C.W. James, J.L. Kelley, M. Mevius, A. Nelles, P. Schellart, O. Scholten, 
S. Thoudam, S. Ter Veen, M. van den Akker



76m

ca. 400m

LOFAR Radboud Air Shower Array J.R. HÖRANDEL et al., LORA AN AIR SHOWER ARRAY FOR LOFAR

Figure 1: Location of the LORA detectors (red boxes) in
the core of LOFAR.

signals in real time. To assist with the development of the
trigger algorithm and to measure basic air shower parame-
ters, a field of conventional particle detectors has been in-
stalled in the core of LOFAR.
The LOFAR Radboud Air Shower Array (LORA) is an ar-
ray of scintillation counters located in the compact center
of LOFAR, the ”super-terp”, which comprises six LOFAR
stations.
In the following, we describe the set-up of LORA, its prop-
erties, and first results. We illustrate the analysis steps to
derive the all-particle energy spectrum of cosmic rays.

2 Detector set-up

LORA comprises 20 detector units, located on a circular
area with almost 400 m diameter. The positions of the de-
tectors in the core of LOFAR are illustrated in Fig. 1. The
array is subdivided in five electronic units, comprising four
detectors each. The detectors are located on circles with
a radius of about 40 m around a central electronics unit,
respectively.
Each detector unit contains two scintillators (0.45 m2, NE
114), read out via wavelength shifter bars (NE 174 A)
through a photomultiplier tube (EMI 9902). A detector
is sketched in Fig. 2.2 The detectors are installed inside
weatherproof shelters. The most probable energy deposit
of through-goingmuons is taken for energy calibration and
calculated to amount to 6.4 MeV.
The signals of the two photomultiplier tubes in each de-
tector are read out with a single digitizer channel. We use

98 cm

1
2
5
 c

m

wavelength shifter

scintillator

detector box

PM  1.5‘‘

Figure 2: Schematic view of a scintillation detector.

12-bit ADCs3 which sample the incoming voltage with a
time resolution of 2.5 ns. A FPGA circuit provides a trig-
ger signal in real time. For each event, traces are stored in
a time window of 10 µs.
Four detectors form an electronic unit, comprising two
HISPARC ADC units (with two electronic channels each),
controlled by a Linux-operated, single-board mini-PC. The
PC also controls a four-channel high-voltage supply. The
two photomultipliers in one detector unit share a common
high-voltage channel. To match the gain in the two tubes,
we use a resistor network to adjust the voltage correspond-
ingly. A local trigger is formed in each sub-array, with
typical conditions of 3 out of 4 or 4 out of 4 detectors with
signals above threshold. Five such units are installed to
read out the 20 detectors.
The data from the five mini-PCs are sent via Ethernet to a
central, Linux-operated PC. Data are stored locally on this
PC. In this PC a high-level trigger is formed, for which a
certain number of sub-arrays have detected an air shower.
This trigger is used to trigger LOFAR, i.e. to read out the
radio antennas.
The set-up of LORA has been completed in early 2011, and
data acquisition is ongoing since then.

3 Event reconstruction

For each detector, the arrival time of the particles and the
deposited energy are measured. The arrival time is defined
as the position in the time trace where the signal crosses the
threshold. The recorded time traces are integrated around
the peak to obtain the energy deposit in each detector. The
measured signals are converted to the equivalent of a verti-
cal muon penetrating the detector. Thus, we obtain a local
particle density in each detector.
We use a simple plane fit to obtain the arrival direction of
the shower as the normal to the plane. The position of the

2. The detectors have formerly been operated in the hadron
calorimeter of the KASCADE experiment [14].
3. from HISPARC, see http://www.hisparc.nl

detector systems yield comparable densities and
prove that muon detection below the absorber
shielding works as well by track as by hit
detection. The discrepancies at high densities for
the largest muon numbers are currently under
investigation.

4.3. Trigger layer

The layer of scintillation detectors in the third
gap is used for fast trigger purposes and for
reconstruction of arrival time distributions [15]. A
description of the system can be found in Ref. [16].
The 456 scintillators cover 2

3 of the calorimeter
area. The absorber thickness above corresponds to
30X0 and efficiently shields the scintillators against
the electromagnetic component. For vertical
muons the absorber corresponds to a threshold
of 490 MeV: Each detector consists of two slabs of
a 3 cm thick scintillators of type NE 114, for a
sketch see Fig. 23. The light is coupled out by a
central wavelength shifter bar (type NE 174 A)
and measured by a single photomultiplier type
EMI 9902. The area of one module is 0:45 m2: The
most probable energy deposit of passing muons is
taken for energy calibration, and calculated to

amount to 6:4 MeV: Local variations of light
transfer have been determined to be maximal
74:5%: They are small with respect to the Landau
fluctuations and sufficient for trigger purposes.
The signal threshold is set to 1

3 of the most
probable energy deposit, i.e. to 2:1 MeV: Two
kinds of trigger are generated: A multiplicity
trigger, if at least eight detectors out of the 456
have a signal above threshold. Fig. 24 shows the
homogeneity of response for a series of such
triggers. A hadron trigger is generated, if in at least
one detector a signal of 50 equivalent muons is

ARTICLE IN PRESS
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Fig. 23. Sketch of a detector box with two scintillation counters
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LOFAR Radboud Air Shower Array

detector systems yield comparable densities and
prove that muon detection below the absorber
shielding works as well by track as by hit
detection. The discrepancies at high densities for
the largest muon numbers are currently under
investigation.

4.3. Trigger layer

The layer of scintillation detectors in the third
gap is used for fast trigger purposes and for
reconstruction of arrival time distributions [15]. A
description of the system can be found in Ref. [16].
The 456 scintillators cover 2

3 of the calorimeter
area. The absorber thickness above corresponds to
30X0 and efficiently shields the scintillators against
the electromagnetic component. For vertical
muons the absorber corresponds to a threshold
of 490 MeV: Each detector consists of two slabs of
a 3 cm thick scintillators of type NE 114, for a
sketch see Fig. 23. The light is coupled out by a
central wavelength shifter bar (type NE 174 A)
and measured by a single photomultiplier type
EMI 9902. The area of one module is 0:45 m2: The
most probable energy deposit of passing muons is
taken for energy calibration, and calculated to

amount to 6:4 MeV: Local variations of light
transfer have been determined to be maximal
74:5%: They are small with respect to the Landau
fluctuations and sufficient for trigger purposes.
The signal threshold is set to 1

3 of the most
probable energy deposit, i.e. to 2:1 MeV: Two
kinds of trigger are generated: A multiplicity
trigger, if at least eight detectors out of the 456
have a signal above threshold. Fig. 24 shows the
homogeneity of response for a series of such
triggers. A hadron trigger is generated, if in at least
one detector a signal of 50 equivalent muons is
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20 scintillation detectors
(~1 m2 each)
read out by wavelength shifter bar and PMT
into 12-bit ADC (2.5 ns sampling rate)



LOFAR Radboud Air Shower Array



A measured air shower
particle detectors & radio antennas
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• online reconstruction
shower parameters
~(100+30) ms

• for strong events
trigger to LOFAR

• TBB data stored for 1.3 s

air shower

LORA



A measured air shower
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Detection of radiation induced by high-
energy particles (cosmic rays & neutrinos) 

on the Moon

CR, 

~100 MHz



Expected sensitivity

cosmic rays neutrinos

competitive flux limits possible 
with 1 week of LOFAR data



Auger Engineering Radio Array
AERA
Objective:
• measure radio emission from EAS in frequency range 30 MHz - 80 MHz
• ~20 km2 array with ~160 antennas
• operation together with infill/HEAT/AMIGA
• three antenna spacings to cover efficiently 17.2 < lg E/eV < 19.0
• measure composition of cosmic rays in energy region of   
 transition from galactic to extragalactic cosmic rays
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Auger Engineering Radio Array
AERA

22 stations installed and taking data



Sky plot of reconstructed events



Auger Engineering Radio Array
AERA

prototype station
for AERA-II


